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Is Mainly Coming
From Life Itself

The Majority of Organs
Used in Transplants Came
From Living Donors in' 2001

By SaraH LUECK

WASHINGTON-The number of living
organ donors topped the number of cadav-
ers used for organ transplants for the
first time last year.

Last year, 12,522 people donated or-
gans to others across the country, an in-
crease of nearly 7% from the 2000 total of
11,711, according to new data from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.
Of those, 6,445 came from living donors
who gave a kidney or a portion of a liver or
lung, often to relatives and close friends.
Live donations, which have become more
common as the demand for organs has
grownand transplant techniques have im-
proved, rose 13% from 2000.

In successful partial-organ trans-
plants, both patients’ organs soon grow
to full size. But living donations have
been controversial because they put a
healthy person at risk. The practice
came under increased scrutiny recently,
after a man died at New York’s Mount
Sinai Hospital three days after giving
part of his liver to his brother. The hospi-
tal, considered a leader in the transplant
field, was fined and banned from doing
live-donor transplants for six months af-
ter a state investigation attributed the
death to inadequate postoperative care.

In addition to the rise in living dona-
tions, a higher number of Hispanic and
African-American donors contributed to
the increase.

The number
of Hispanic donors increased to 1,492 last
year, up almost 14%, while the number of
black donors was up 13% to 1,620.

Still, officials acknowledged that
more needs to be done to inform people
that after they die, their organs and tis-
sue—from their eyes to their skin to their
hearts—can be used to save the lives of
others. About 79,000 people nationwide
are waiting for an organ transplant. Last
year, more than 6,000 people on the wait-
ing list died, about half of them waiting
for kidney transplants.

Government officials have preferred
to foeus on increasing organ donations
from people who have died, largely be-
cause the yield of organs is so much
higher. While a living donation typically
helps one person, cadavers can supply
several organs. “We need to do more to
help those waiting for a life-saving organ
transplant,” said Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Tommy Thompson. “Now
is the time to make 2 commitment to
become an organ don«





