LECTURE OUTLINE
PROLEMS
1. NEEDLESS DEATHS: 100 Israelis & 7000 Americans die every year from organ failure; that’s 19 people every day 

2. CHILUL HASHEM: Jews take and don’t give.

3. ILLEGAL ACTIVITY: Israelis buying organs on the black market 

4. REMORSE: Jewish families who say no to organ donation then find out there was halachic support and are upset they didn’t know it. 
ISSUES
A. BIBLICAL PROHIBITIONS CONCERNING A CADAVER 

1. Issur Nevul Hamet- prohibition against desecrating the body.  Biblical prohibition against needless mutilation.  Generally why autopsies are forbidden.  But autopsies ARE permitted if needed to determine cause of death and thereby saving a life.  So Pikuach Nefesh-saving a life overrides Nivul Hmaet. Reguarding autopsies, for example, in the 1700’s Chief rabbi of Prague Yechezechel Landau (aka Noda B’Yuhuda) said you could do an autopsy if the results will most likely save a life (choleh lefenacha) Organ transplantationsaves lives
2. Issur Halanat Hamet- biblical prohibition against delaying burial of a body.  Once again Pikuach Nefesh overrides this.

3. Issur Hana’at Hamet- some say its biblical others say its rabbinical that forbids on from getting benefit from a dead body- such as selling for medical research.  However all Rabbis agree that Pikuach Nefesh overrides this

B. SUPERSTITIONS 

1) Evil Eye- Ayin Harah- This is said in regard to people talking about others.  There are millions of card-holders world wide.  If it was true there would be an adequate supply of organs 

2) Need to be buried with organs IN ORDER to enable God to resurrect the dead.
a) No source for this belief

b) Counter factual – all organs decay and disappear

c) Illogical – you died because your organs failed. You need new ones to be resurrected.

d) Theologically problematic- you are saying God can’t do something. 

C. TIME OF DEATH 

Most organs are taken from a person who is brain dead. That is where the brain is not working, but the person’s heart is beating because it is artificially getting oxygen from a ventilator. (Without the ventilator the heart would stop beating on its own in a matter of minutes.) If you think a beating heart is a always a sign of human life you could not allow organ donation because you would be killing the donor. If you think the person is dead, you would allow for organ donation because you are saving 8 lives.   

WHAT TO DO?
Learn the Talmudic sources
Learn the medical issues
Email your family and friends notifying them of your wishes
Register for an organ donor card

