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[Paragraph on bottom of right column and continuing top of left column]

In the Pithei Teshuva 363:5 in the name of the Nodah Bihuda and the Hatam Sofer, if there 
is a sick person in front of us it is permissible to de�le the body [of the dead] to save a life. 
But if there is not a sick person in front of us, it is forbidden.  However, the distinction is 
not whether or not the sick person is in front of us, rather it depends on whether or not 
the ailment is to be found at the time because of an epidemic, God forbid, like enemies 
sieging a town near the border. . .  However, in a time of peace it is not considered to be 
“saving a life” (pikuah nefesh) even though at a future time one might be in need, just as 
one doesn’t make weapons on Shabbat in times of peace . . . Therefore, it is not 
considered a potential “saving a life” regarding a future possibility when the condition 
does not presently exist . . .




